ROBESPIERRE AND  PARIS
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was plainly evident that tho Republic was born, and to Robespierre, I think, it was suggested that tho perfect state lay in sight. This chanco bound him to the city for over, and the worship the city paid him thrust him on towards that function of ruler for which neither he nor others then knew his complete mifittednoss.
Tho 26th of August is the date round which these origins cling, for at that date tho extreme danger of Franco became openly apparent. On that Sunday it was known that Longwy on tho rock that overlooks tho frontier had surrendered. On that Sunday (Vond6o was firing the first .shots) tho Assembly decreed that every priest that had within a fortnight neither taken tho oath nor voluntarily ilod the country should be transported to tho colonies. On that Sunday they decreed that any discussion of capitulation by any citizen in tho frontier towns should bo punished with death. They withdrew all weapons from those who would not volunteer for tho frontier; they authorised that vast inquisition of arms throughout the capital which led to tho registering, tho imprisonment and tho public noting of tho minority that had plottud against tho nation. Not knowing what lightning the air held, they prepared tho massacres of September.
In tho stroke of tho invasion the Parliament seemed to rojnombtir for a moment that it needed no teaching, and was willing on its own account to borrow something of the energy of tho timos. Even Lamourotto, a bishop and tho author of tho futilo compromise of a few weeks before, found it possible to speak tho language of tho Revolution, deplored that some "had escaped from popular justice" on tho loth of August, spoke of tho unhappy, bewildered, imprisoned Uapsburg woman as " ono still atrocious to tho nation "; (sailed her what she would onoo havo been had she dared, " tho executioner of our country"; and in general showed what exaltations to La Force. They put their own oillconj ab the gatoe.
